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Modon Properties

Delivering vibrant and culturally centred
destinations, Modon Properties are artfully
designed and constructed to cater to
citizens, residents, and tourists alike. Our
unigue destinations, with a wide range of
leisure and recreational attractions, bear

all the hallmarks of their locations’ proud
heritage, being inspired by local history and
culture.

With specially curated lifestyle experiences,
these exciting developments welcome
visitors to explore the distinctive wonders
of nature.
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Hudayriyat

Leisure and Entertainment District

Hudayriyat Leisure and
Entertainment District

Hudayriyat Island was once home to
Arabian pearl divers. Now, it's transforming
into a remarkable new community and
lifestyle destination. Close to the heart of
Abu Dhabi, Hudayriyat is a world away from
everyday life.

Hudayriyat Island is an opportunity to
experience a new kind of living. To step
out of the ordinary and enter a diverse
community united by a single vision - the
dream of a world away.
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The Hudayriyat Heritage Trail was established to protect
the important archaeological remains discovered on the
island.

The shell middens provide direct evidence of the
activities of pearl fishermen who once lived here.
The remains of dugongs and sharks demonstrate the

importance of marine resources for the past community
living on Hudayriyat.
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Pearl Oyster Shell
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The coastal shell middens on Hudayriyat Island are large
collections of shells and bones left over from meals
consumed by the former inhabitants. They are usually
located along sandy beaches nearby where the shellfish
were collected, consumed, and then discarded.
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Pearl Oyster Shell
—— Types found in Hudayriyat Island
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What type of pearl oysters are found in the Hudayriyat shell middens?
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They mostly belong to the pearl oyster species, (,% \ Muscle
& Pinctadaimbricata radiata - “\\
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with a few larger examples of

€ Pinctada margaritifera
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Anatomy of a Pearl Oyster Shell Showing where the pearl develops.
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Pearl Oyster Shell
Shell Middens
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What is the age of the Hudayriyat shell middens?

Archaeologists suggest Hudayriyat shell middens were created between:

The late The early

18" Century . 20" Century

-
——
-
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Diagram explaining what is a shell midden. Qaall dogS diy g rin Swogl Euwn)
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Pearl Oyster Shell
—— Locations in the Arabian Gulf
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Where are Pearl Oysters located in the Arabian Gulf?

Pearl Oyster beds can be found throughout the Arabian Gulf, but by far the
greatest concentration of them is noted along the coast of Abu Dhabi, known
as the Great Pearl Barrier.

The coast of

Abu Dhabi
— the Great Pearl Barrier

MAP KEY

Pear| Bank

Island Surrounded by Pearl Bank
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Abu Dhabi

protecting

historical
Sites
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The Department of Culture
and Tourism maintains a
record of all these sites
within the Abu Dhabi
Historic Environment
Record (ADHER) system
and protects sites which
safeguard and preserve
the heritage of the UAE.
Such coastal middens
provide people today with
an important link to their
culture and past.
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Dugongs are marine herbivorous animals found in
warm coastal waters between East Africa and Australia,

including the Red Sea, Arabian Gulf and Indian and
Pacific Oceans.

The dugong is a species of sea cow and is the only
member of the Dugongidae family having manatees as
their closest living relatives. Dugongs graze on sea grass
and aquatic plants that grow in abundance in tropical
waters.
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Dugongs
—— Locations in the Arabian Gulf
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Where can they be found in the Arabian Gulf?

The Arabian Gulf has the

second-largest
population

of dugongs in the world after
Australia and Papua New Guinea.

Currently arounad

3,000

dugongs inhabit the Abu Dhabi
waters.
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Dugongs
—— Remains found on Hudayriyat Island
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What remains of dugongs were found on Hudayriyat Island?

The Hudayriyat shell middens contain a number of bones of dugong, including
skull, jaw, vertebrae and rib fragments demonstrating that they formed a key
part of the inhabitant’s diet. Larger pieces of dugong were probably butchered
on the shoreline and then carried into the settlement to be cooked and
consumed later. Dugong - view of skeleton okl JSubl JSi - ol i
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How were dugongs exploited in the past?

Since dugong meat tastes very similar to beef, dugong hunting for
food and oil was once widespread.
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Burnt dugong ribs and vertebrae found on Hudayriyat Island
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protecting

known mammal remaining

in its family, dugongs

are listed as vulnerable

to extinction by the
International Union for
Conservation of Nature, and
they are a protected species
under UAE law since 1999.

dugong
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With a relatively shallow depth that has significantly
influenced it's marine biodiversity, the Arabian Gulf
has a unique variety of sharks and rays. Most common
habitats are a featureless seabed of mud or sand that
support numerous species of sharks and rays.
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Sharks
Species in Hudayriyat Island
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What types of sharks were exploited by the former inhabitants of Hudayriyat
Island?
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Common sharks found in the
waters of Abu Dhabi include:

o
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Carpet sharks
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Whale sharks
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Houndsharks

More common
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Hammerhead sharks
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Sawfish
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Tiger sharks

Rare/Extinct

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
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Sharks
—— Species in Hudayriyat Island
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How were sharks used by people in the past?

Sharks and rays were exploited in the past as a food resource, with the flesh
often being dried for storage and later consumption. Shark fins were also
sold for export to Far Eastern markets and shark oil was used as a sealant for
traditional wooden boats. On Hudayriyat island, the shell middens include
bones from requiem and whaler sharks (Carcharhinidae), sawfish (Pristidae)
and stingrays (Dasyatidae). This suggests that the inhabitants enjoyed eating
them, as well as using them for some of the above activities.
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Shark tooth used as an ornamental decoration from the 7,500-year-old Neolithic
settlement on Marawah Island, Abu Dhabi. Note the hole drilled trough the tooth to

suspend it.
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Carcharhinidae: Carcharhinus sorrah (MUller & Henle, 1839)
(spot-tail shark; Jarjur bu traif « b oy jg>3>)

—

Pristidae: Pristis zijsron (Bleeker, 1851)
(longcomb sawfish; Sayafa ddluw)

Hemiscylliidae: Chiloscyllium arabicum (Gubanov, 1980)
(arabian carpetshark; hayasa dwl>)

Dasyatidae: Himantura uarnak (Gmelin, 1789)
(honeycomb stingray; lukhma do)
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prO e C ln The Ministry of Climate Change

and Environment in the UAE
has released a four-year action
plan to save dozens of shark
and ray species from the brink
of extinction. The National Plan
of Action for the Conservation
and Management of Sharks
2018-2021 gives concrete steps
to develop public awareness
and strictly enforce legislation

to protect sharks, skates, rays
and chimaeras. The plan is part
of the ministry’s strategy to
preserve the UAE's biodiversity,
and ensure the long-term

survival of sharks and ray
species.
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Coastal middens are of great cultural, scientific,
educational and historic importance as they reveal
information about former inhabitants and their survival
tactics.

Interesting facts such as where they gathered their
food, the proportions of different kinds of food in their
diet, and how diets changed through different seasons
are some of the interesting facts that shells help us
understand.

Hudayriyat Heritage Trail - 45




Shells

—— Types of Shells found on Hudayriyat

Island
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(Pinctada imbricata radiata) slslll slaa 1
(Hexaplex kuesterianus) 3¢l .2
(Spondylus marisrubri) g&eill slaall .3
(Chlamys sp.) Jalall sslual 4

(Circenita callipyga) assil sslssl 5

What type of shells were exploited
by the former inhabitants of
Hudayriyat Island?

The inhabitants who lived on
Hudayriyat Island between the late
18th to early 20th centuries collected
mostly:

1. Pearl Oysters (Pinctada imbricata radiata)
2. Murex (Hexaplex kuesterianus)

3. Spiny Oyster (Spondylus marisrubri)
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Spondylus marisrubri
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Chlamys sp.
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Circenita callipyga
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Different shell species that have been discovered in the Hudayriyat shell middens

4. Clams (Chlamys sp.)

5. Venus Clams (Circenita callipyga)
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Shells
—— Method of collection
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How were shells collected?

The range of species present indicates that the people mainly exploited areas
with sandy, muddy and rocky shorelines. Shells were primarily collected as
food, but were also targeted for their pearls, which were the mainstay of the
economy, prior to the discovery of oil.
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Examples of shell artefacts found at archaeological sites in Abu Dhabi.
(7,000-year-old shell and stone beads from Delma Island).
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What were the shells used for?

During prehistoric times, shells were also collected for their decorative value
for the production of shell beads and buttons. Archaeologists have found
the remains of 8,000-year-old Neolithic coastal settlements on the islands
of Ghagha, Delma and Marawah, believed to have been home to the UAE's
earliest settlers.
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Examples of shell artefacts found at archaeological sites in Abu Dhabi.
(7,500-year-old pearl oyster shell buttons from Marawah Island).
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Hudayriyat Leisure and Entertainment District

Hudayriyat Island was once home to Arabian pearl divers. Now,

it's transforming into a remarkable new community and lifestyle
destination. Close to the heart of Abu Dhabi, Hudayriyat is a world away
from everyday life.

Hudayriyat Island is an opportunity to experience a new kind of living.
To step out of the ordinary and enter a diverse community united by a
single vision - the dream of a world away.

Modon Properties

Delivering vibrant and culturally centred destinations, Modon Properties
are artfully designed and constructed to cater to citizens, residents, and
tourists alike. Our unique destinations, with a wide range of leisure and
recreational attractions, bear all the hallmarks of their locations’ proud
heritage, being inspired by local history and culture. With specially
curated lifestyle experiences, these exciting developments welcome
visitors to explore the distinctive wonders of nature.

Department of Culture and Tourism

The Department of Culture and Tourism - Abu Dhabi manages the
emirate’s culture, tourism, and Dar Al Kutub (National Library) sectors.

The Department is responsible for the protection and preservation of
the history and culture of Abu Dhabi, as mandated by the emirate’s
Cultural Heritage Law, and works to implement a vision of creating a
cultural capital rooted in heritage and history, a place where culture is a
driver of social and economic development.

Mawarid Hotels and Hospitality

Mawarid Hotels and Hospitality (MHH) is the destination management
company of Mawarid International Development Company (MIDC) and
the subsidiary of Mawarid Holding Investment (MHI).

MHH destinations sit within some truly unique indigenous landscapes.
It is a truly immersive experience for our guests. We facilitate the
opportunity to learn about the environment in which they are in.
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Contact Details

info@hudayriyatheritagetrail.ae

Visiting Address
Hudayriyat Island
Abu Dhabi - United Arab Emirates



